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Concept 3 - LEARNING ROOM
• Emphasizes flexible use space that can be 

used for outdoor classrooms, garden ‘labs’ or 
agricultural exhibits

• Maximizes successional meadow planting 
and ‘no mow’ areas

• Pulls main circulation away from the edge
• Provides playgrounds, ‘tot-lot’, and a large 

challenge play area with slides and climbing
• Offers spectacular vistas from tiered 

observation decks with binoculars and 
interpretative panels
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          LEGEND
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 OUTDOOR CLASSROOM/GARDEN LAB
 EXISTING PARKING LOT
 SLOPED MEADOW
 PLAY AREA WITH SLIDES AND CLIMBING
 PLAYGROUND/‘TOT-LOT’ 
 OBSERVATION DECK WITH BINOCULARS
 RESERVOIR WALL
 OBSERVATORY POINT
 HIKING PATH WITH TIMBER STEPS
 STAIR ACCESS
 GATEWAY
 PICNIC AREA AND OVERLOOK
 LOOP TRAIL
 LAWN
 ACCESS BRIDGE
 SEAT WALL
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Vista Park Master Plan | Concept 3 - LEARNING ROOM
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A NEW PARK FOR PATERSON

In 2016, the New Jersey Green Acres Program acquired 8.4 acres of vacant land 
on the cliff overlooking the City of Paterson and Paterson Great Fall National 
Historical Park. 

The park is now open to the public on a limited basis, offering city residents and 
visitors an opportunity to experience dramatic views of the city, the national park, 
and the Manhattan skyline.

Over the next few years, the State of New Jersey, in partnership with the National 
Park Service, the City of Paterson, Passaic County, and others, plans to develop 
the park as a hilltop destination for quiet recreation in a natural setting, offering 
opportunities for small social gatherings, special events, exhibitions, and school use. 

A preliminary master plan offers four alternative concepts for the park, illustrated on 
the adjoining display boards. We encourage you to study the concepts and think 
about what you would like to see happen at the park. Please share your thoughts 
with us! 

For more information or to provide your comments, go to: xxx.xxx.xxx
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Concept 1 - PLAY ROOM
• Emphasizes a variety of play spaces 

including a challenge play area with 
large slides and climbing, plus traditional 
playgrounds and ‘tot-lot’ 

• Maximizes open lawn space
• Minimizes pavement and built hardscape
• Allows for passive recreation and small scale 

performance on picnic platforms/mini stages
• Offers spectacular vistas from observation 

decks with binoculars
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 LAWN
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Vista Park Master Plan | Concept 1 - PLAY ROOM
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Concept 2 - PERFORMANCE ROOM
• Emphasizes a community performance 

venue which delivers flexible and expandable 
use of an open air pavilion for performances 
or exhibitions

• Maximizes wooded areas and tree planting
• Strikes a balance between hardscape and 

planted areas
• Provides playgrounds,‘tot-lot’, and areas for 

picnic and outdoor classrooms
• Offers spectacular vistas from observation 

decks with binoculars
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Vista Park Master Plan | Concept 2 - PERFORMANCE ROOM
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Concept 4 - PLAY + PERFORMANCE ROOM
• Emphasizes a variety of play spaces 

including a challenge play area with 
large slides and climbing, plus traditional 
playgrounds and ‘tot-lot’ 

• Maximizes tree planting and arboretum-like  
character

• Minimizes pavement and built hardscape
• Allows for passive recreation and small scale 

performance on picnic platforms/mini stages
• Provides multi-purpose stage/splash pad
   integrated with play area
• Offers spectacular vistas from observation 

decks with binoculars and benches 
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Vista Park Master Plan | Concept 4  - PLAY + PERFORMANCE ROOM
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The Park’s Context Adjoining Paterson Great 
Falls National Historical Park

Paterson Great Falls National Historical Park 

Paterson Great Falls/S.U.M. National Historic 
Landmark District
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Future Vision for the Park

In 2038, the new park overlooking the city is an oasis within the dense urban fabric of Paterson. Through the 
collaborative work of many partners, the park is a vibrant part of an interconnected seamless network of 
public recreational land atop the cliff overlooking the Passaic River near the Great Falls. Vistas from the cliff’s 
edge, the natural setting, and the aura of history combine to create a unique opportunity in the outdoors for 
city residents and visitors from across the state and beyond to understand and enjoy the nationally significant 
natural and cultural history of Paterson. 


