
 

 
 
About Rory Sparrow: 

Rory Darnell Sparrow, born on June 12, 1958, is a former professional basketball player 
renowned for his contributions to the National Basketball Association (NBA). Hailing from 
Suffolk, Virginia, Sparrow made a mark early in his basketball journey at Eastside High 
School in Paterson, New Jersey, earning distinction as an inaugural inductee into the 
school's Hall of Fame. 

His collegiate career at Villanova University showcased his exceptional skills. He scored 
1183 points and delivered 495 assists. Sparrow's reputation for clutch performances 
grew as he made game-winning shots in the last ten seconds of the game on five 
separate occasions. 

Standing tall at 6'2", Sparrow entered the NBA as the 75th overall pick (round 4, pick 6) 
in the 1980 NBA draft, selected by the New Jersey Nets. Throughout his 12-year career, 
he showcased his talents with several teams, including the Atlanta Hawks, New York 
Knicks, Chicago Bulls, Miami Heat, Sacramento Kings, and Los Angeles Lakers. 
Sparrow etched his name in history by scoring the first field goal in the Miami Heat's 
inaugural game in 1988. 

His enduring impact on the game led to his induction into the Villanova Hall of Fame, a 
fitting tribute to a player who left an indelible mark on professional basketball. Rory 
Sparrow retired after the 1991-92 season, concluding a remarkable career that spanned 
multiple teams and showcased his prowess on the court. 


