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BREAKING NEWS!!!
The Department of Community Development would like to welcome three (3) new members to its family.  Ruben Gomez has been named the new Director of Economic Development.  Mr. Gomez’ office is located at 125 Ellison Street 2nd Floor, Paterson, NJ 07505.  He can be reached at 973-321-1212 Ext. 2270. 
 The Department of Community Development is pleased to welcome Sheena McBride to the “CD” family.  Ms McBride has assumed the position of Program Development Specialist for the Department of Community Development.  Ms McBride’s office is located at 125 Ellison Street, 2nd floor, Paterson, NJ 07505.  She can be reached at 973-321-1212 Ext. 2262.  

The Department of Community is also pleased to welcome George Meadows to the “CD” family.  Mr. Meadows will take on the position of Principal Planner for the City of Paterson Community Development Department.  Mr. Easton’s office is located at 125 Ellison Street, 4th Floor, Paterson, NJ 07505.  He can be reached at 973-321-1212 Ext. 1220.

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENTS
The Division of Community Improvements is in the process of hiring ten (10) part time Housing Inspectors, who will be scheduled to work nights and weekends for the City.  These part time inspectors will be responsible for enforcing the City’s housing maintenance ordinances.
As a reminder, the Division of Community Improvements is offering a new Code Enforcement Hotline.  This hotline has been established to provide a means for residents of the City of Paterson to inform the Department of Community Development about quality of life issues.  The Code Enforcement Hotline number is 973-321-1546. 
It is time to say good-bye to one of the division’s favorite people, Mr. Sal Iannelli.  Sal was hired by the City of Paterson in 1984 as a Building Inspector Trainee.  He continued his education and licensing requirements to become a licensed Building Inspector in 1998 then went on to obtain his Building Sub-Code License and Construction Official’s License.  The City of Paterson appointed him to the Construction Official position in 2004.  Sal will be leaving the Division of Community Improvement on December 1, 2012 and will be spending his retirement years in Arizona with his wife Jennifer.  Sal has three children from a previous marriage, Ryan, Kristen and Sal (Shawn) Jr.  Sal has served the City of Paterson for the last 26 years and we wish him well in his new endeavor. 

PLANNING AND ZONING

The Division of Planning and Zoning has been actively meeting with persons interested in developing in our City.  The Board of Adjustments has recently approved a proposal to construct an addition to the building for Elevator Properties, LLC; a manufacturer of elevator components.  Also, two child-care centers were approved to expand their operations and to care for additional children.  Several new applications for residential development were also approved.  The Planning Board has approved Phase IV of the Heritage at Alexander Hamilton.  When completed, a new Community Center and a total of two-hundred five (205) residential units will have been constructed.  Passaic County Community College is about to construct an overhead pedestrian bridge between their existing buildings located on Ellison Street and the building recently constructed at the corner of Memorial Drive.  An additional second overhead pedestrian bridge will be built from said building to an existing building recently purchased on Market Street.  The applicant proposes interior renovations to this building which was formerly used as commercial retail space.  PCCC proposes to renovate the building for office space and testing/training space.

Conditional approval was given for a proposal to convert an existing six-story building on Grand Street into office and residential space.  17 office units and 63 one, two and three bedroom units are proposed.  This proposal is located in the Dale Avenue Redevelopment Area and is within the proposed Transit Oriented Development (TOD) plan.

A second commercial building is under construction on Memorial Drive that is part of a group of four buildings to be built in a Redevelopment area known as the River Main Redevelopment Area.  The first building constructed and operating is Advanced Auto Parts.

Congratulations go out to Milton Robinson on his promotion to Zoning Officer from Assistant Zoning Officer.

Board of Adjustment meetings are scheduled on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month. Planning Board meetings are scheduled on the first and third Wednesdays of each month.  Both Boards meet on the third floor of City Hall in the Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m.  The public is welcome to attend.
Historic Preservation

The Division of Historic Preservation and the Historic Preservation Commission are very active in developing initiatives to prepare Paterson to prosper from the benefits of a heritage tourism economy that will rapidly increase as the Great Falls National Historic Park takes shape over the next several years. Asset mapping, thematic tourism, historic designations, participation in multi-agency planning roundtables and a heritage corridor trolley system are a few examples. Some of these projects are made possible by applying for and obtaining grants to do so.      

A 2010 Certified Local Government grant was applied for and awarded to the City of Paterson to carry out an intensive level survey of thirty historic mills and complexes across the city, outside of the Great Falls Historic District.  The purpose was to gather specific information about these places with regard to their history, significance, integrity and current status. This important data can be used to prepare the mills to be rehabilitated for reuse using Federal Historic Preservation Tax Credits, and also for heritage tourism points of interest. The survey was completed at the end of September 2012 and provided an outstanding amount of data for these purposes. It is the first survey of this kind focused on these sites and Paterson’s industrial heritage outside of the Great Falls Historic District. The survey will add value to future planning efforts that can foster economic and community development in several wards. Of the 30 buildings surveyed, 28 were evaluated as “individually eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places,” a required designation that can lead to tax credit incentives for rehabilitation.  The mill survey will be posted as a PDF file in the Document Center on the City of Paterson website for you to download.

A Municipal Landmark designation for the First AME Zion Church on Ellison St. was passed by the City Council in August, much to the pride of the church’s congregation.  Four new Municipal Landmark designations were started in recent months. The Van Buren and the Van Houten houses, owned by the city and located in Eastside and Westside parks, are considered Paterson’s oldest existing houses. The New Christian Tabernacle Church on Madison Ave and the Memorial Day Nursery on Grand St. are the two other sites up for consideration.  A group of 13 historic mills were brought forward for Municipal Landmark designation early this year and now have completed their cycle with the HPC, and are moving forward to the Planning Board for review. On November 7th was the anniversary of the establishment of the Great Falls National Historic Park in 2011, and also now marks another special occasion for Paterson with the unanimous passage of Hinchliffe Stadium as a National Historic Landmark by the National Register of the Historic Places. This is the highest level of historic designation that can be bestowed on a place. This designation is only given to a small number of the total sites listed on the Register due to their extraordinary significance. Hinchliffe Stadium is one of but three remaining stadiums in the country that hosted Negro League baseball in the early twentieth century. We anticipate forwarding Hinchliffe Stadium to the City Council for Municipal Landmark designation in the coming months. 

Two more exciting planning projects are kicking off this December that will add value to the City’s efforts to engage in the heritage tourism economy through historic preservation. The establishment of Design Guidelines for the Downtown Commercial Historic District will provide important details in a publically accessible format on how maintenance and changes to downtown commercial buildings will be addressed. This project will have a major impact on the look and feel of the district as changes take place over time. Your input is needed at public meetings that will be scheduled soon to let us know what you think about what needs to be addressed. Please contact garchimede@patersonnj.gov to sign up for the email list that will go out with invitations and information about this important project. 

Finally, the New Dollars New Partners program given by the successful Philadelphia non-profit Partners for Sacred Places will begin this November in Paterson. Two years in the making, at least seven multi-denominational churches will be participating in this valuable training program that will teach how congregations can understand how to preserve, repair, improve and protect their historic church buildings in order to maximize their value and role in the community. This nationally-acclaimed program was paid for by a grant from the National Trust for Historic Preservation and by match contributions from the participating congregations themselves. The project is likely to draw national attention due to its focus on preserving Paterson’s unique and valuable Louis C. Tiffany stained glass windows that will be a feature of the program’s modules.  Thematic heritage tours will be developed from this work as well, including Paterson Stained Glass and African-American Historic Landmarks and Heritage tours 

  Urban Enterprise Zone

Penni Forestieri, Acting Director
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The Urban Enterprise Zone has begun a new Clean Communities Project which will enhance the shopping districts on 21st Avenue and South Paterson.  With this new project, the sidewalks, streetscape amenities and the overall appearance of these areas will make for a more aesthetically pleasing area to shop and dine.  You will see these clean communities’ employees walking the areas proudly wearing bright yellow work gear stating “Paterson UEZ “on their attire.  If anyone has any comments or questions on this project, please contact Penni Forestieri at 973-321-1212 ext. 2267.
The holiday decorations will soon be on the poles throughout the Urban Enterprise Zone boundaries.  Please join in the holiday festivities which begin on Saturday, November 24, 2012 known as Small Business Saturday.  We welcome shoppers to enjoy the holiday spirit and the 3.5% sales tax offered by many of the businesses along the Main/Market Street corridor.  The holiday tree lighting ceremony will take place on November 24, 2012 in the front of City Hall.  
In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, the UEZ is offering the small business loan program to our members.  These loan funds can be utilized for working capital, equipment supplies, etc.  Please call our office for further information regarding business loans.

To become a UEZ certified business, contact our office at 973-321-1212 ext 2267 or go to www.nj.us. Click on the link “Premiere Businesses” and follow the prompts. It’s very easy to sign up your business and there is no application fee. Our office personnel are here to assist you with your online registration.
FEMA DISASTER INFORMATION
Helpful phone numbers and websites to share with community members:
 
1. FEMA Disaster Assistance Phone Number
a. 1-800-FEMA (3262) for disaster assistance

b. Website for those able to access: www.disasterassistance.gov
c. Applying for Disaster Assistance FAQ: http://www.fema.gov/apply-assistance 

d. Help after a disaster in multiple languages: http://www.fema.gov/help-after-disaster 

  

2. Disaster Distress Helpline: 1-800-985-5990

 

3. Small Business Administration Disaster Assistance:
a. Phone Number: 1-800-659-2955

b. Website for those able to access: www.sba.gov/disasters 

c. In need of volunteers? Reach out to the Church of Latter Day Saints in NJ (offered on the call) by contacting Brad Thatcher (917-304-4937, brad.thatcher@yahoo.com) 

 

4. Shelter Locator: http://www.redcross.org/find-help/shelter
a. Phone Number: 1-800-REDCROSS. 

b. For those with mobile devices: Text “Shelter + Your Zip code” to 4332.

 

5. Operation Hope-description of free services below and attached: 
a. Phone Number 1-888-388-HOPE (4673)

 
6. Disaster SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) Information
a. Website: http://www.fns.usda.gov/disasters/response/D-SNAP_Handbook/guide.htm
b. D-SNAP Toolkit: http://www.fns.usda.gov/disasters/response/D-SNAP_Handbook/D-SNAP_Guidance_Handbook_Toolkit.pdf 

 

7. National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster:
a. http://www.nvoad.org/ 

b. State of New Jersey VOAD Contact:

i. Cathy McCann, Chair 
Community Food Bank of NJ
31 Evans Terminal Road
Hillside, NJ 07205
cmccann@njfoodbank.org 
c. State of New York VOAD Contact:
i. Joann Hale, Interim Chair 
Church World Service
chair@nyvoad.org
 

8. State Emergency Management Agency Contact for NJ and NY:
a. New Jersey State Police
New Jersey Office of Emergency Management
P.O. Box 7068, River RD
West Trenton, New Jersey 08628-0068
(609) 882-2000 ext 2700 Monday to Friday
(609) 963-6900 Emergency
(609) 963-6208 Mitigation
(609) 671-0160 Fax  www.ready.nj.gov
b. New York State Emergency Management Office
1220 Washington Avenue
Building 22, Suite 101
Albany, New York 12226-2251
(518) 292-2275
(518) 322-4978 FAX
www.semo.state.ny.us/


 

OPERATION HOPE PROVIDES FINANCIAL RECOVERY SERVICES AFTER HURRICANE SANDY

Financial dignity nonprofit Operation HOPE begins financial triage for individuals affected by Hurricane Sandy

 

Through its disaster preparedness and recovery division, HOPE Coalition America (HCA), Operation HOPE announced today the availability for individuals and small business owners to call 888-388-HOPE (4673)

for free information, guidance and assistance for loss associated with storm recovery. The services provided  include:   

 

● Disaster Recovery Budget

● Mortgage on a Destroyed Home

● Home Inspections and Repair Contracts

● Assistance with Working with Your Creditors

● Referrals to Government and Private Agencies

● Assistance with Obtaining Copies of Destroyed Documents

● Insurance Claims Assistance

● Completing Applications for Grants and Loans

 

HCA is a collaborative effort that allows knowledgeable, responsible individuals employed in the regulated financial 

services industry to provide one-on-one assistance to individuals and families recovering from disasters.
Please see the attached SBA Disaster Assistance News Release that was issued to the media this afternoon, announcing SBA Low-Interest Loans Available to Homeowners, Renters and Businesses of all sizes are available for damages sustained by Hurricane Sandy in New Jersey that began on Oct. 26, 2012.  

This disaster declaration covers the counties of counties of Atlantic, Cape May, Essex, Hudson, Middlesex, Monmouth, Ocean and Union in New Jersey, which are eligible for both Physical and Economic Injury Disaster Loans from the SBA.  Small businesses and most private non-profit organizations in the following adjacent counties are eligible to apply only for SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loans: Bergen, Burlington, Camden, Cumberland, Gloucester, Mercer, Morris, Passaic, Somerset in New Jersey; and New York County in New York. 

We would appreciate any help you can provide to supplement our outreach efforts to insure the local disaster victims get this important message and are aware of the available assistance.    
If you have any questions, please contact our Communications staff at (404) 331-0333.

Funding opportunity from the NJ Dept of Corrections:

 

The New Jersey Department of Corrections announces the following Notice of Grant Opportunity.

 

The Notice of Grant Opportunity (NGO) for post release employment services is titled "Community-Centered Responsible Fatherhood Ex-Prisoner Reentry Pilot Project - Employment Services for Reintegrating Offenders."  

 

The NGO is published in the November 5, 2012 edition of the New Jersey Register and can also be accessed on the New Jersey Department of Corrections' website link at http://www.state.nj.us/corrections/pages/NJSA5216A.html.  

 

A total of $322,500 in federal grant funding is available to support 3 sub-grants of up to $107,500 each.
 

Proposals are due no later than December 3, 2012.  

 

Eligible applicants include non-profit agencies duly registered to conduct business in the State of New Jersey and government agencies.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
 
 

	Date
	Type of Event
	Time of Event
	Place of Event

	November 24, 2012  
	Small Business Saturday and Holiday tree lighting
	9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
	City Hall                           155 Market Street,   Paterson, NJ

	November 27, 2012
	Master Plan Meeting
1st Ward 
Community Meeting
	6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
	Christopher Hope Community Center             60 Temple Street,    Paterson, NJ

	November 29, 2012
	Master Plan Meeting
2nd Ward
Community Meeting
	6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
	School # 27                           250 Richmond Avenue           Paterson, NJ

	December 5, 2012
	Master Plan Meeting
3rd Ward
Community Meeting
	 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
	School # 26                             1 East 32nd Street               Paterson, NJ

	December 10, 2012
	Master Plan Meeting
4th Ward
Community Meeting
	6:00 – 8:00 p.m..
	St. Luke’s Baptist Church 139 Carroll Street               Paterson, NJ

	December 6, 2012
	Master Plan Meeting

5th Ward
Community Meeting
	6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
	New Roberto Clemente School                                    482-506 Market Street       Paterson, NJ

	December 11, 2012
	Master Plan Meeting
6th Ward
Community Meeting
	6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
	School # 25                           287 Trenton Avenue           Paterson, NJ

	December 16, 2012
	Bangladesh Flag Raising
	11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
	City Hall                               155 Market Street                  Paterson, NJ


